Grand Juries (Ireland) Bill. 



ARRANGEMENT OE CLAUSES. 



Preamble. 

Grand Juries shall have no Power to make Presentments for Public 
Works or for raising Money ; Sect. 1. 

Number of Cesspayers on the Baronial Board to be determined by 
the Lord Lieutenant ; 2. 

Lord Lieutenant to appoint Times and Places for Election of County 
Boards ; 3. 

Justices possessing Lands liable to County Cess to elect annually 
from themselves certain Members of County Board ; 4. 

Justices to elect from amongst themselves Members of Baronial 
Board ; 5. 

Qualification of elected Ratepayers ; 6. 

Election by Voting Papers ; 7. 

Constitution of County Bomrd ; 8. 

Peers to be eligible on Baronial and County Boards ; 9. 

Rotation of Members of Cormty and Baronial Boards ; 10. 

Supply of occasional Vacancies ; 11. 

The County Board to be a Corporation ; 12. 

Baronial Board to perform Duties of Presentment Sessions; 13. 

Baronial Board for the County at large Presentment Board ; 14. 

Cesspayers to have Votes according to Scale in Schedule ; 15. 

Votes of joint Ratepaym’s ; 16. 

District Board first elected to continue One Year, and until 
following ; 17. 

Baronial quarterly Boards to meet in and » 

18. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman to be elected, If both absent, a 
Chairman of Meeting to be elected. Chairman to have a Casting 
Vote. Meetings of County and Baronial Boards may be 
adjomned, and shall be public; 19. 

Declaration to be made by Members of County and Baromal 
Boards ; 20. 
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Secretaries of County Boards ; 21. 

County Boards may appoint Bank for Deposit of County Monies 
after Vacancy in Office of County Treasurers ; 22. 

Powers of Grand Juries to make Presentments transferred to 
County Board ; 23. 

Power for County Boards to redeem Tolls payable on certain 
Bridges; 24. 

County and Baronial Boards to exercise Powers under “ The Ijand 
Drainage (Ireland) Act, 1863;” — 25. 

County Boards to appoint Eepresentatives on Boards of Governors 
of Lunatic Asylums ; 26. 

Proportion of County Cess to be deducted from Rent ; 27. 

Act not to extend to certain Places ; 28. 

Schedules. 
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1 




Amend the Laws relating to Grand Juries in 
Ireland. 



W HEREAS it is expedient that better Provision should be Pieamble. 
made for the Administration of the Piscal Affairs of 
Counties, Counties of Cities and Counties of Towns, in 
Ireland : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent 
5 Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 

1 . Prom and after the Com/mencement of this Act, it shall not be Grand 
lawful for any Grand Jnry of any County, County of a City or f*"' 
10 County of a Town, (except the County of the City of Hubhn,) at Power to 
any Assizes or Presenting Term, to make any Presentment for tie 
Execution of any public Work whatsoever, or for raising or levying for Public 
any Money whatsoever, or to make any Presentment relating to any 
of the Piscal Concerns of such County, County of a City or County Monej. 

15 of a Town. 



2 . Within One Month after the passing of tins Act the Lord Lieu- Number of 
tenant of Ireland shaU fix and determine the Numher of Cesspayers 
(with reference to the Extent and Circumstances of each particular niaiBoardto 
[Bill 93.] A 2 Barony) 
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mined^bjthe associated with not more tlian an equal 

Lord Lieu- Number of elected Magistrates for the Purpose of forming Barony 
Boards in every Coxmty. 

The Number of elected Ratepayers not in any Case to be less 
than Six or to exceed Nine. The Board so formed to constitute the 6 
Presentment Sessions for the Barony, and to have Power to appoint 
a Sub-Committee from their Number to inspect and report on the 
State of the Roads in the Barony as well as on "Works in progress, 
and to meet at least once in Three Months, or as often as may be 
necessai’y. ]^q 

3. The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland shall, within Two Calendar 

Mo7iths after the passing of this Act, by any Order or Orders to be 
tioice published in the Dublin Gazette and in One or more News- 
papers circulating in the respective County to which the same may 
relate, appoint a Time and Place for the first Election of Members 16 
of a County Board for each County, County of a City and County 
of a Town, in Ireland, (provided that the Time so appointed shall not 
bo sooner than or later than from the first 

Publication of such Order, and tliat the Place so appointed shall be 
within the Precincts of such County, County of a City or County of a 20 
Town respectively), and also shall fix the Number of Representatives 
of each Barony Board to bo elected in the Manner herein-after 
mentioned. 

4. On such Day and at such Place as shall have been appointed 
Landruable respectively as herein-before provided, the several Justices of the 25 
to County Peace of each Barony (not being Stipendiary Magistrates^ possessino- 

Cess to elect t i nr •..-i • n . X . ° 

annually Lands Or Messuages either in then own Occupation or in that of 
from them- their Tenants witliin the Barony, and wliich shall have been assessed 
tSn MeS- Payment of County Cess under the last Warrant 

bers of for the Time being issued for the Collection of County Cess for 30 
Board? County previous to such Meeting, shall and they are hereby 

requh’ed to assemble, and elect out of their Number by Ballot One 
Person, and in the Case of any County of a City or County of a 
Town which shall be a Barony of itself shall elect not less than 
Six or more than Twelve Justices out of their Number, to be 36 
Members of the Coxmty Boai-d of such County, Coxmty of a City 
or Coxmty of a Town, as the Case may be, and so in like Manripr 
on the in every succeeding Year the Justices of the 

Peace so qualified for the Time being as aforesaid sha ll assemble 
and elect out of then- Nximber the required Number of Justices 40 
respectively as aforesaid ; and the Person or Persons so elected shaU, 
together with the other elected Representatives herein-after men- 
tioned of such Coxmty, Coxmty of a City or County of a Town, 

constitute 



CoHttitulioa of 
Boards for 
Administration. 

Lord Lieu- 
tenant to ap- 
point Times 
and Places 
for Election 
of County 
Boards. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Grand Juries {Ireland). 3 

constitute a County Board for the Administration of the Fiscal 
Affairs of such County, County of a City or County of a Town 
respectively, piu?suant to the Provisions herein-after contained, until 
the next ensuing Election of a County Board. 

5 5 . The- Justices assembled for the Piu'pose of electing a Bepre- Justices to 

sentative for the County Board shall at same Time elect by Ballot 
Members to represent them on the Baronial Board, the Number themselves 
not to exceed that of the elected Ratepayers, and in the event of 
there not being sufficient Justices resident in or possessed of Lands Board. 

10 within the Barony to make up the requii'ed Number, the Justices 
shall then select for that Pm’pose by Ballot the requisite Number 
from the Ratepayers at large of the Barony, as herein-after provided : 

The Number of R-atepayers to be elected to the County Board 
shall not exceed One for each Barony. 

15 6. Every Person elected by the Ratepayers to the County Board Qualification 

shall be Owner or Occupier of I/ands or Messuages assessed to the 
Value of Fifty Founds in the County, if in a County, and if in a 
County of a City or Town of Lands or Messuages assessed to the 
Value of Twenty Founds. 

20 Every Person elected to the Baronial Board shall be the Owner or 
Occupier of Lands or Messuages assessed to the Value of Twenty 
Founds in the County, and in the County of a City or Town of 
Lands or Messuages to the Value of Ten Founds. 

7 , The Secretary to the County Boai'd shall cause to be left by the Election by 

25 Constabulary at the Residence of every Person entitled to vote. Two p°p 

Forms of Voting Papers (as in Schedule B.), one to be used for record- 
ing the Vote or Votes for a Member to serve on the County Board, 
and the other for like Purpose for the Members to serve on the 
Baronial Board. The said Papers to be again collected by the Con- 

30 stabulary, and delivered by them, at the Time and Place appointed, 
to the Secretary of the County Fiscal Board ; and the said Papers 
sli.q.n be then examined by bim at the First Election in the Presence 
of a Magistrate or an associated Ratepayer, and at all subsequent 
Elections in the Presence of a Magistrate or an elected Ratepayer, 

35 and the Members so elected to the respective Boards declared. 

In the event of a Difficulty arising from an Equality of Votes, 
the Person to be selected shall be decided by Lot. 

8. The Ratepayers elected to serve on the County Fiscal Boai-d Constitution 
in the Manner before mentioned shall, together with the Justices, 

40 constitute a County Board for the Administration of the Fiscal Affairs 
of such Coimty, County of a City or County of a Town respectively, 

[93.] A 3 pursuant 
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pursuant to the Provisions herein-after contained, until the next 
ensuing Election of a County Board. 

Peers to be 9. From and after the ■paamiy of this Act, notwithstanding any- 
BMOTral*” tiling to the contrary contained in any Act of Parliament, all 
and County Peers, being duly qualified, shall be eligible to be elected and servo 5 
Boards. on any County and Baronial Board. 

Rotation of 10. One Half of the Members of each Baronial Board and of 
County Md County Board, consisting respectively of an equal Number of 

Baronial Justices and Ratepayers, shall go out of Of&ce annually by Rotation, 
Boards. eligible for Re-election, the Individuals to retire the First lo 

Year to be determined by Lot amongst themselves, unless they 
shall otherwise agree at the last Ordinary Meeting of the Board 
previous to the annual Election, and at the End of the Second Tear 
the Remainder of each such Board respectively shall go out of 
Office, and at the End of tlie Third and every subsequent Year the 15 
One Half who have been longest in Office shall go out of Office, 
and their Places shall be supplied in like Manner : Provided always, 
that in no Case shall more than One Representative from each 
Barony retire fi*om the County Board by Rotation in any Year, 



Supply of 11. If any Member of a Baronial or County Board die, resign, or 20 
Vacancio' ‘^®^se to be a Member by any other Cause than that of going out 

of Office by Rotation as aforesaid, the remaining Members of the 
Board, if they think proper so to do, may elect in his Place some 
other Justice or Ratepayer respectively, duly qualified, to bo a 
Member, and the Member so elected to fill up any such Vacancy 25 
shall continue in Office as a Member so long only as the Person in 
whose Place he shall have been elected would have been entitled 
to continue if he had remained in Office. 

The County 12. The County Fiscal Board of every County shall be a Body 

Corporate, under the Title of the , 3 q 

tion. and shall have perpetual Succession and a Common Seal, a nd may 

sue and be sued, and may acquire and hold Lands as a Corporation, 
and shall have and be subject to all other Rights, Privileges, and 
Liabilities attaching to a Body Corporate. 



Baronial 13. The Persons elected to serve on the Bai’onial Board shall, 36 
pCTform” together with the Justices appointed, constitute a Board for the 
Duties of Transaction and Administration of all Matters hitherto performed by 
Session™”^*^ the Justices and associated Ratepayers at Presentment Sessions. 

14. For 
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14 . For the Transaction, of Business hitherto performed by the Baronial 
Presentment Sessions for the County at large a Board he 
formed, to be called the County at large Presentment Board, con- at large ^ 
sisting of One Member from each of the Baronial Boards, selected I^resentment 

6 by BaHot. 

15 . At any Election of Members of each County and Barony Ceaspayers 
Board every Cesspayer liable to pay or contribute County Cess, 
whether in One or more than One Sum or Charge, in respect of Mr^g^to 
Bands in such Barony, shall have Votes according to the Scale in Scale in 

10 the Schedule (A.) to this Act annexed. Schedule. 

16 . In case Two or more Ratepayers shall be jointly liable to Votes of 
pay or contribute to County Cess, each of them shall be entitled to 

vote according to the Proportion and Amount which shall be borne 
by him ; and where One only of the Persons jointly liable shall 
15 claim to vote he shall be entitled to vote in respect of the whole 
of the Property in respect of which he shall be jointly entitled 
to vote. 



17 . The Baronial Boards which shall be first elected according to District' 
the Provisions of this Act shall continue in Office for One Year 

20 from the Period of such Election, and from thence until the Meeting 000 ^ 1 ^ 
of the Baronial Boards which shall be held as herein-after provided 
in the Month of next ensuing. 

following. 

18 . Each Baronial Board shall and they are hereby required to Baronial 

hold quarterly Meetings on such Bays in the Months of quarterly 

as shall have been appointed by such Board at the 
preceding half-yearly Meeting, such Bays being within the first 
Week of the said Months respectively, and of which Bays public 
Notice shall be duly given, and the First Meeting of each such Board 
shall be on the following their Election . 



30 19 . Each County and Baronial Board at their First Meeting, of 

which due Notice shall be given, and at the First Meeting of each 
new Board annually elected as herein-before provided, shall elect 
out of the Members of such Board One Person to be Chaimian and 
another Person to be Vice-Chairman of such Board, who shall 
36 respectively continue in Office imtil the next Election of a Board for 
such County or Barony respectively ; and at every Meeting of such 
Board the said Chairman, if present, and in his Absence the Vice- 
Chairman, shall preside ; and in case of the Absence of both at the 
Hour appointed for Meeting, the Members of such Board present 
40 shall elect One of themselves to preside at such Meeting as Chairman 
[93.] A 4 thereof; 
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Cliairmanto thereof; and the Chairman of every Meeting of any such Board 
have, in addition to his own Vote, a Casting Vote, in case of an 
Meetings of Equality of Votes : Provided always, that any Meeting of a Baronial 
County and Board 01* County Board may he adjourned from Day to Day, as 
bSs may Occasion may require, and that all such Meetings shall he held in 
be adjourn- open Coru’t, and all the Justices and Ccsspayers of the Coimty and 
Sp^ubliS^^^ all other Persons shall have free Access to such Meetings. 

Declai-ation 2 Q^ Every Member of a Baronial or County Board shall, pre- 
by Members viously to acting at any Meeting of such Boaid, make and subscribe 
of County m open Court at such Meeting a Declaration according to the 
Boa^T°" Eorm in the Schedixlc (C.) to this Act annexed, which Declaration 
the Chmrman of such Meeting is hereby authorized and required to 
administer ; and the Chairman of such Meeting is required to make 
out a Tis t, of the Persons who shall have made and subscribed such 
Declaration at every such Meeting, and shall forward the same to 
the Acting Clerk of the Peace for the County, to be by liim pre- 
served among the Becords thereof. 

CoxMtyOfficers. 21. Tlic sevci’al Secretaries of Grand Jiu'ies in Ireland shall be 
Secretaries tlic first Secretaries to the County Boards in the Counties for wliicli 
they now act respectively ; and whenever afterwards a Vacancy 
shall occur in the said Office in any County the County Board of 
such County shall and they are hereby required to appoint a fit and 
proper Person to be then Secretaiy; and every Secretary of a 
County Board shall also be Secretaiy of the Pinanco Committee 
hcrein-after mentioned of such County, and shall perform such 
Duties as herein-after provided. 

County 

ap^fntBa^: 22* existing County Treasm-ers shall be Treasurers to the 

for Deposit County Board, but on any Vacancy arising from Death or Besigna- 
MoSesXr County Board may, should they think fit, appoint some 

Vacancy in Bank in wliich all Monies levied for County Bates or otherwise 
Snty ^ belonging to such Coimty shall from Time to Time be lodged. 
Treasui'ers. 

Powers of 23. The several and respective Powers, Duties, Liabilities, or 
Sm£pre- Authorities given or incidental or belonging to or vested in 
sentments Grand Juries by any Act or Acts now in force shall, from and after 
ircounty^ the Commencement of this Act, be transferred from Grand Juries to 
Board. and vested in and shall and may he exercised and discharged hy 
the respective County Boards; and the several Provisions and 
Expressions in such Act or Acts contained in relation to Grand 
Jnries shall he deemed and taken to extend and shall extend 
and apply to the respective County Boards. 

24. Any 
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24 . Any Time after the completing and opening of any Bridge Power for 
built in pursuance of any Public or Local Act of Parliament it 
shall and may be lawful for tlie Coimty Board of the County in redeem Tolls 
wliich such Bridge shall bo situate, or if situate in Two Counties 
5 then for the County Boards of such Coimties, to redeem the Tolls Bridges, 
payable under such Act to the Owner or Owners of the said Tolls, 
by paying to tliem the full Value of their Interest therein, to be 
settled according to the Provisions of the Lands Clauses Consolida- 
tion Act, IS-iS, which for this Purpose is to be deemed incorporated 
10 herewith ; and on Payment of such Value then the said Tolls shall 
cease, and the Passage of such Bridge shall bo open and free to all 
Cattle, CaiTiages, and Persons whatsoever ; and such County Board 
or County Boards is and are hereby empowered to order to be 
levied off the County or Counties at large, or any District or Dis- 
15 tricts thereof or of either thereof, such Sum or Siuns of Money as 
may be sufheient to defray the Expenses of redee ming such Tolls 
in manner aforesaid, such Sum or Sums to be paid to the Owner 
or Owners of such Tolls. 

26 . The Powers hereby vested in the County and Baronial County and 
20 Boards to be constituted under this Act shall bo held to extend to Uoardrto 
the Execution of such Works of Arterial Di’ainage as they or any exercise 
of them shall consider necessary or advisable for the better Drainage The 

of any Lands situated Avithin any Barony. ‘ Land 

And for the Purpose of assessing and applotting the Proportions (inland) 

25 in which the Proprietors of such Lands shall contribute to the Act 1863.” 
Expc3isc of such Drainage, the several Provisions of the Act of the 
Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventh Years of the lleign of Her 
present Majesty, Chapter Twenty-six, iutituled “ The Laud Drainage 26 & 27Vict. 
(Leland) Act, 1863,” shall he extended and incorporated witli tins 
30 Act. 

26 . Erom and after the ;pcmmj of this Act, notwithstanding County 
anything to the contrary contained in any Act of Parliament, it 
shall and may he laAvful for each of the several County Boards presentatives 
hereby constituted to appoint from then* Niunber Representatives to 
35 act on the Board of Governors of the District Limatic Asylum of of Lunatic 
the County, vdro shall have equal Powers Avith Governors of the .A-sylums. 
Asylum appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. 

The Numbers appointed by the Coimty Board shall not exceed the 
latter. 

40 Where an Asylum is used for the Care and Treatment of the 
Insane of Tw6 or more Counties each County shall appoint Repre- 
sentatives to act on the Boai’d of Management in the same Propor- 
tion as the Governors appointed by the Lord Lieutenant for each of 
[93.] B the 
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the respective Coxuities, and who .shall reportionco every 
to the County Board on the State of the Asylum and Condition of 
the Patients, particularly in reference to those maintained at. the 
Cost of the County which they, represent. ‘ 

27. Where the Person occupying any Ijands shall he liable to 6 
pay a Rent in respect of the same, he may deduct from such Rent, 
for each Pound of the Rent which he shall be liable so to pay, One 
Half of the Sum which he shall liave paid as Goxmty Cess in respect 
of each Pound of the net annual Value as estimated under the Acts 
now in force for the Relief of the destitute Poor (whether such 10 
Rent shall be greater or less than such net annual Value), and so 

in proportion for any less Sum than a Pound. ■* 

28. This Act shall not extend to any County of a City or Town 
where any Local or Public Improvement Act, or where the whole of 

“ The Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1854,” is in operation. 16 



►SCHEDULED to which the foregoing Act refers. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 

SHOWING 

The Number of Votes to which every Cesspayer shall be entitled in 
the Election of Members of the County and Baronial Board. 20 

When the Cess which any Cesspayer is liable to pay under the 
last Warrant of tlie Treasurer of any County, or County of a City or 
Town, previous to the passing of this Act, or of the Einanco Com- 
mittee after the passing of it, shall be 

under £4 - - - - One Vote, 26 

where it amounts to £8, and does not amount to £12 Two Votes, 

„ £12 „ £20 Three Votes, 

„ £20 „ £60 Eour Votes, 

„ £60 and upwards - - live Votes. 



SOHE- 
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SCHEDULE (B.) 

Form of Voting Parer for Member of County or Baronial Board. 
No. 

I A.jB. of, &c. \Jiere insert Name, Address, amd Addition of Cess- 
5 payer], being a Cesspayer of the Barony of County 

of [or County of the City or Town of, as the Case may be], 

and having paid Grand Jury Bates or Cess for or in respect of 
Lands [or, in the Case of a City or Toion, House or Premises,] under 
the last Applotment make previous to that Date of the net annual 
10 Value of , and being entitled to Votes [here 

insei't cmnual Value, not being less them Four Fo^mds], do give my 
Vote [oi' Votes, as the Case may he,] for the following qualified 
Cesspayers, to be associated with the Justices in the [here insert 
CovMty or Ba/romal Boarl] to be held for this [County or Barony] 
15 [here insei't Name and Addn'esses of the Cesspaiyei's voted for]. 
Dated this Day of 18 

(Signed) 



SCHEDULE (C.) 

I A.B. of [here insert the Name and Blace of Abode of the 
20 Miemher of a County Board or Ba/ronial Board taking this Beclara^ 
tion] do declare, That I will truly, faitlafuUy, and impartially do and 
perfoim all such Acts, Matters, and Things as I am authorized to 
do and perform as a Member of the [County or Barony] Board 
of by and under the Provisions of an Act passed in the 

25 Year of the Beign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 

intituled [here set out the Title of this Act], and that I will, without 
Favour, Affection, Hatred, or Malice or Ill-will, dihgently inquire 
into and impartially and honestly judge and determine according to 
the Evidence, and to the best of my Judgment and Ability, upon 
30 the several Applications and other Matters which may be brought 
before me under the Authority of the said Act. 

Witness my Hand 
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ered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
27 March 1866. 
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